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Consecration Sunday: A great start to  

a successful 2023 Stewardship drive! 
Thanks to those who attended the Oct. 23 Consecration Sunday event, our 2023 
Stewardship program is off to a very positive start! At this point, our Stewardship 
process continues as we have sent a letter to those who could not attend the Sunday 
event. We have already received responses to our letter and are hopeful that, within 
the next week, we will continue to receive Estimate of Giving Cards from all LWLC 
members and friends. The 2023 Consecration Sunday Stewardship program is a 
testament to the spiritual growth and generosity of our congregation. 



Red flags adorn the entrance to LWLC on Reformation Sunday, October 30, 2022. 

Congratulations, 2022 Confirmands 

Mason David Anderson 

Emily  Rose Berg  

Marissa  Ann Bomstad 

Grayson John Gazett  

Keller  David Hanson 

Mya  Marie Johnson 

Joshua  David Klinefelter  

Drew Curtis Lund  

Dominic Lee Sufka 

Alyssa  Jean Vogel 

Joseph T Wells   

Confirmed 10.30.2022  

I can do all things through Christ , who strengthens me. 

~ Philippians 4:13  







Fall 
Hayride 

2022 

Dennis Wahl drives tractor during 
the fall hayride on October 9 at the 
Pederson farm in rural Sauk Rapids. 
More than 30 people from Living 
Waters enjoyed a wagon ride 
through the countryside along with 
lunch, a bonfire, and lawn games. 





To access the  church calendar, go to  
www.lwlcmn.org/calendar 

http://www.lwlcmn.org/calendar/


 

In my first call church in a small town in 
Minnesota, a well-respected elder named “Ruby” 
created a work of art in the entryway when you came 
in the front door. She had taught at the school for 
many years, and half the town learned early on to pay 
attention when she had something to say. This time 
she did it with her well-honed artwork, which she 
continued to share long past her retirement. She 
decorated a bulletin board in full Thanksgiving array 
of colors and bounty, with the words prominently 
calling one’s attention, “When you pause to think, we 
have cause to thank!” Ruby has gone on to be with the 
saints in heaven, but I think of her encouragement to 
us often.  

As an article in the “Prairie Overcomer” once put 
it, “It has often been pointed out that thinking 
precedes thanking. When we are presented with a gift, 
it is because we think of its significance and meaning 

that we are led to express our appreciation. What, 
then, are the thoughts that, entertained by the 
Christian, lead to thanksgiving? Somewhere in our 
thinking there should be thoughts of God… Power, 
wisdom, goodness, grace, love, care: these are just 
some of the thoughts that cluster around the Word of 
God. Thanksgiving is thus really the product of 
careful cultivation.  It is the fruit of a deliberate 
resolve to think about God, ourselves and our 
privileges and responsibilities. By giving thanks we 
make manifest the fact that our lives are not 
controlled by the imperious cares and concerns of this 
life. We give testimony to the fact that material things 
do not dictate the horizons of our soul.”  

At the Thanksgiving Eve service this year, 
November 24th at 7:00 p.m., we will give thanks that 
we are able to offer an in-person service once again at 
Living Waters. There are so many things to thank 
God about. May you have a happy Thanksgiving this 
year, and may you pause to think and find cause to 
thank!  

Your Servant in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Jake Dyrhaug 

Pastor Jake Dyrhaug 

When You Pause to Think, We Have Cause to Thank   



  

Next Council Meeting:  November 15, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.  
  (the third Tuesday of the month) 

 
President:     Blair Schrader   
Vice President:   John Fuls    
Secretary:     Linda Agre  
Treasurer:     Mary Soroko    
Liaisons... 
Congregational Life:    Tom Satre 
Education:     John Fuls 
Finance   Brian Ulrich   
Inreach:        
Outreach:     Leann Giese 
Personnel:     Aaron Sufka 
Property:     Blair Schrader   
Worship & Music:    Brad Giese 
Youth:     Daniel Agre 
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Council President Update 

Hello! Our seasons are changing, and that means more activities 
at church. 
 
A big shout out and thanks to the Stewardship team for the 
success of Consecration Sunday. This is significant for our 
planning and budgeting going forward. This team put many hours 
into planning, many thoughtful conversations, and 
communication. We are grateful for their service! 
 
Congratulations to our Confirmation students! It takes a lot of 
work and self-reflection to reach this milestone. We look forward 
to your continued faith journey and supporting you here at Living 
Waters. 
 
Lutefisk dinner! It’s one of my favorites, partly because of the lefse (please tell me there will be extra 
for sale afterwards!) and joy that comes around preparing a good meal. Thanks in advance to all the 
volunteers making this event happen again. 
 
I continue to be grateful for everyone stepping forward for events like these and all we have going 
on. If there are other ways I or council as a whole can be serving you better, please reach out to me. 
 
In Peace, 
Blair Schrader 
LWLC Council President 

 

 

The October Church Council meeting minutes will be emailed to you for your convenience. 

Council Meeting Minutes  



Worship and Music Team 

"Feed the hungry and help those in trouble. Then your light will 
shine out from the darkness, and the darkness around you will be 

as bright as noon." Isaiah 58:10 
 

This month has been busy for all of us on the council and the 
church as a whole. Full of planning for the months ahead and 
activities to engage our church community. We are looking at new 
activities and volunteers for the outreach team.  
   
The food shelf has been going great with the changes we have 
made. We decided to eliminate some of the fresh items and add the 
items that we can get at low cost for our food shelf clients from our 
partnership with Second Harvest. This month, we were able to get frozen chicken thighs, eggs, 
milk, and yogurt for free. We also were able to get prepared meals, proteins, and bakery items from 
Kwik Trip through our Food Rescue program. We are planning to have our Black Friday Food Drive 
on Nov. 25 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. We are looking for volunteers to help with this event. Please contact 
me if interested. 
   
We received a mission grant of $2,500 from Minnesota Southwest Synod to use toward a 
community event. Our plan is to have a community meal and mic night. This grant will need to be 
used by November of 2023. We are thinking of doing this in the spring/fall 2023. We look forward to 
the planning of this event.  
 
In Christ, 
Leann Giese 
Outreach Liason 

Outreach Team 

Greetings, LWLC. 
 
Choir in the month of November is meeting on the 10th and 17th at 
6:30, and singing during worship on the 20th. 
 
The changing of colors is approaching soon as the season of advent is 
coming. 
 
Guess what? Spread the word...It's back! As long as COVID levels 
stay at low risk, Christmas in the Barn will have live worship. If 
interested in helping lead worship songs there for one or possibly more 
services, let me or the church know. 
 
Practicing now, the LWLC Choir will perform “How Great Our Joy!: The Carols of Christmas,” a 
telling of the Christmas story through choral song and praise, in December.  
 
Do you know what a musicians favorite drink is? Hi-C. 
Brad Giese 
Worship and Music Liaison  



Love to sing? Join the LWLC choir! 

The Living Waters Lutheran Church Choir is once 
again glorifying God together in harmony. 

Practices are at 6:30 p.m. on Nov. 10 and Nov. 17. 

Have a food donation 
for the Lutefisk and 
Meatball Dinner? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please bring it to the church by 
Tuesday, Nov. 8, so we can do an 
inventory of  ingredients for our 
to-go meal on Saturday, Nov. 12. 

  



Do you have a Thrivent policy or financial service products that 
you’ve purchased from them? Did you know that they offer seed 
money for projects that benefit others? Thrivent members that 
have certain products have access to these funds ($250 plus 
shirts and other advertising materials) up to 2 times per year.  
Living Waters has many projects that support people in our 
community that can benefit from additional funding. If you are a 
Thrivent member and would like to share those funds to support 
one of these efforts or something that you’re passionate about, 
we would be more than willing to assist you in requesting funds or 
finding our more about the process, assisting with upcoming 

projects, or coming up with ideas for new projects.  



Contact  
Info 

Pastor Jake Dyrhaug 
(320) 733-0257 

Ellarry — Church Office 

(320) 255-1135 

Due to 
staffing 

issues, the 
Living 
Waters 

Nursery is 

closed until 

further 

notice. 
Diaper-

changing 
tables are 
located in 

restrooms in 
the Life and 

Learning 
Center. 

Thank you to everyone who has Living Waters 
Lutheran Church designated on their AMAZON 
SMILE ACCOUNT. A percentage of qualified 
purchases is given to Living Waters if you have 
designated Living Waters as your charity of choice.  

How to use AmazonSmile on a web 
browser: 

• Visit smile.amazon.com. 
• Sign in with the same account you use for 

Amazon.com. 
• Select your charity. 
• Start shopping! Remember to checkout at 

smile.amazon.com to generate donations for 
your chosen charity. Tip: Add a bookmark to 
make it easier to shop at smile.amazon.com. 

 

How to use AmazonSmile using the Amazon app 
on your mobile phone: 

• Open the Amazon Shopping app. 
• Navigate to the main menu (≡). 
• Tap on Settings at the bottom of the page, and 

then select AmazonSmile. 
• Search for Living Waters Lutheran Church Sauk 

Rapids and then follow the on-screen 
instructions to turn ON AmazonSmile. 

Note: Once AmazonSmile has been activated in 
your app, future eligible app purchases will 
generate a donation for the charity you have 
selected. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/dashboard/ref=smi_www_dayone_us_smilehowto_1
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/dashboard/ref=smi_www_dayone_us_smilehowto_2

