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A quick guide to Advent and Christmas Season at LWLC
(more information inside)
So many ways to celebrate and praise the birth of our Savior!
Christmas
Stocking Project
Pick up on
Sunday,
December 1
and return
on Sunday,
December 8

WEDNESDAYS,
DECEMBER 4, 11 AT
6:30 PM

Living Nativity
(1-4:30 PM)
and
Parade of Lights
(5:00 pm)
December 7

“Blue Christmas Candlelight
Service
Come to the manger...be
filled with the Light of
Christ!

LWLC Choir Cantata
December 15 at
both services

Three performances:
Wed, Dec 18 at 6:30 pm
Sun, Dec 22 at both
services

December 25 at noon

Christmas eve in a
barn
December 24
Noon, 1:30 pm,
3:00 pm. 4:30 pm

Sat., Dec 21, 2019
6:00 pm

At the Church
6:00 pm & 11:00 pm

Sundays in December
Sunday, December 1
Pick up Christmas Stocking
7:45 AM Worship team Practice
8:30 am worship with a baptism
9:30 am Hospitality
9:45 am Table Talk
10:30 am Worship and children’s
church
4:00 pm New Wine
Sunday, December 8
Return filled Christmas
stocking
7:45 AM Worship team Practice
8:30 am Worship service
9:30 am Hospitality
9:45 am Table Talk
10:30 am Worship &
children’s church
2:00 pm Play practice
4:00 PM New Wine
6:30 pm Youth Gift Buying Night
Sunday, December 15
7:45 AM Worship team Practice
8:30 am worship service with
Cantata
9:30 am Hospitality
9:30 AM Blood Pressure check
9:45 AM Table Talk
10:30 am Worship Service with
Cantata, baptism, &
children’s church
11:45 Am Play practice
6:00 pm h20 Christmas Cotillion
Sunday, December 22
7:45 AM Worship team Practice
8:30 am worship service &
Christmas Pageant
9:30 am Hospitality
9:45 AM Table Talk
10:30 am Worship Service &
Christmas pageant
Sunday, December 29
9:00 am Worship service
10:00 am Hospitality

Table Talk
Join the conversation each Sunday
morning between services for good
discussion and information about a variety of topics. Come
whenever you want! The conversation is informal, and no one is
pressured to talk. Grab a cup of coffee (or juice), pull up a chair
and join us for Table Talk, Sundays, 9:45 - 10:15am. Table Talk
meets at the back of the sanctuary by the little kitchen.

TABLE TALK
DECEMBER 1

THE REAL MEANING OF STEWARDSHIP

The Art of Living Simply
DECEMBER 8

INCARNATION

The Implications are All About You!
DECEMBER 15

HOLIDAYS AND HEARTACHE

Navigating the “Happiest Time of
the Year” when you’re not.
DECEMBER 22

CHRISTMAS STORIES!

Come to this annual sharing of
Christmas memories

In the midst of what can be a
stressful, busy season, join us
on Wednesday evenings at
Living Waters for a time of calm
and quiet reflection. With the
sanctuary only lit by candles, each week’s service offers
beautiful music, readings, and prayers including individual healing
prayers for anyone who desires them. Each Wednesday service
begins at 6:30 pm and lasts from 30-45 minutes.

WEDNESDAYS, DECEMBER 4, 11 AT 6:30 PM
(WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 18 IS A PERFORMANCE OF
“THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER” AT 6:30 PM)

Calling all kids under 6 years old! If you'd like to
be in this year's Christmas performance of "The
Best Christmas Pageant Ever," we are looking for
kids to be angels and to sing the first verse of a
few Christmas carols.

Deck the Halls
Come and enjoy the fun of
a bit of Christmas cheer
(coffee and Butter Braid)
and decorating the “halls”
(the church) for the Advent
& Christmas seasons. The
fun begins at 9:30 am on
Saturday, November 30.

If you would like a visit
from a pastor during a
hospitalization, please
contact the church
office. The hospital does
NOT contact the church.
Thank you!

The kids would need to be at 2 practices:
Sat, Dec 14 at 9 am, and Sun, Dec 15 at 11:45 am.
And they would need to be at the performances which will be on Wed,
Dec 18 at 6:30 pm, and two performances on Sunday, Dec 22, at each
of the church services (8:30 and 10:30 am). The performance takes
about 45 minutes total.
Email Denise at denisemariehanson@gmail.com if you would like your
child to be in the play! Thank you!
Youth Gift Buying Night -- Sunday, December 8 at 6:30 pm! Donations
are welcome and appreciated! It has been a long tradition of Living
Waters and Celebration Lutheran to join forces
in buying gifts for the Salvation Army's Angel
Tree project. Our 7-9th graders will shop for
gifts for kids and families in need this
Christmas.
If you would like to donate to
this cause, please make checks to LWLC and write "Youth Gift Buying" in
the memo line. Thank you!

Family
Advent/Christmas/Epiphany
Devotionals

If you would like to do devotions as a family, there are
devotional books in the Ministry Corner, geared especially for
families with kids grade 4-12. Confirmation students will receive
1 confirmation point per devotion that they do as a family (or
with 1 adult). There are a total of 6 devotions in this
booklet. Points can be applied to any confirmation points
category. Just email Denise and let her know how many you
did.

“Blue Christmas” Candlelight Service
Come to the manger . . . be filled with the Light of Christ!
Christmas is often a time of hope, peace, and joy, but we are also mindful
of the unrest and pain that exists in our communities and in the world.
Please mark your calendars and join us for a “Blue Christmas” candlelight
service on Saturday, December 21, 2019, at 6:00pm.
This service is a time for all of us to come together, whether we travel our own grief journey or stand in
support of others in our church family or community who celebrate this season with heavy hearts.
Join us for this special time of worship, as we focus on the hope and peace that is revealed to us
through the ever-present light of Christ.

Christmas Poinsettia plants can
be ordered at the church to
be used for decorating
for Christmas Eve.
Order forms are at the
church and need to be
submitted by
December 13, 2019.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve in a
Barn
The services at the barn
at 5400 Golden Spike
Road, Sauk Rapids on
Dec 24 will be at:
noon
1:30 pm
3:00 pm
4:30 pm

To sign up to help at one of the barn
services or be a
character go online at
https://tinyurl.com/toc66x9
or contact the church office.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services

Plants are available in three
sizes 6” for $9.00, 8” for
$20.00,

and 10” for $35.00
If you purchase a plant it can be picked up
and taken home after the last service of
Christmas Eve.

CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER!
DEC 25 NOON
THE TRADITION
CONTINUES!
This is an invitation
for you and your
family, friends,
acquaintances, anybody! A team is ready to
prepare an amazing homecooked meal, a
traditional meal with all the trimmings. Maybe
you can help?

• Inviting others
• Cooking a turkey or ham and drop off for
the dinner

• Donate a dessert, salad, or snack
• Help the day of the meal with set up,
prep, and/or clean up

Traditional candlelight services will be at LWLC
on December 24 at
6:00 pm and 11:00 pm.
You can sign up online if you wish to help at
one of the services or contact the church
office.
https://tinyurl.com/toc66x9

If you can help sign up in the
church office or
Watersource book.

Last Sunday of
the Year

December 29
There will be ONE service at
9:00 am.

It is time for the annual Christmas Stocking Project. Pick up
a Christmas stocking and fill for kids and families in need in
our school district. Stockings need to be filled and returned by
Sunday, December 8.

Stocking Pick Up

Stocking Return

Sunday, Dec 1

Sunday, Dec 8

Intern Pastor Sarah Appreciation Coffee
Hour Sunday, January 5th!

JAN

05

All are invited to a special coffee hour on Sunday,
January 5th from 9:30 to 10:15 am as we say THANK
YOU to Intern Pastor Sarah! Sarah's last Sunday as
our intern will be that day, and we have been so grateful for her time with us! Join us in giving her
thanks! Bring a card and/or gift if you'd like, but your presence is also a gift!

New Year's Blessing Service January 5th
It's become a tradition at LWLC to offer a New Year's blessing and prayer for individuals and families on
the first Sunday in January (January 5th) during both services. Come and let's offer our lives to God in
the New Year, and receive God's love and blessing as we begin our next trip around the sun! All are
welcome!

Don't Miss Living Waters' intergenerational production!
This year’s Christmas program is taking a bit of an intergenerational twist with the
performances of THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER. Rehearsals are now underway! With a
cast of 30 between the ages of 5 and 75, this classic Christmas play brings the Christmas
message in a humorous and touching way. Don’t miss it!
Wednesday, december 18 at 6:30pm

(in place of Advent vespers)
Sunday, december 22 * 8:30 & 10:30 services
We are still in need of kids age 5 and under to be the
“Baby Angels” and a choir of kids to sing some Christmas
carols. Contact Todd or Denise if interested!

Rehearsal schedule:
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8

9am pg. 28-36
2pm pg. 36-46

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 9am full run / tech
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15 11:45am full run/dress

DON’T MISS THE NEXT H2O
EVENT! INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15
MEET AT PIZZA RANCH

6:00PM
WE WILL HAVE OUR OWN SPACE AT
PIZZA RANCH!

Living Waters Youth Leadership Team
hard at it in the NEW youth room!

The 2020 Daily
Texts is available in
the church office!

FOR YOUTH * LED BY YOUTH

DAILY TEXTS is a daily
offering of scripture and
dwelling in and on the Word
of God. Consider making
this a part of your spiritual
practices for 2020. Books
are $8.00 each. They make
a great gift!

High Huddle is a home huddle for high school youth,
offering an opportunity to connect, do service
projects together, find support and have
some laughs.
OF COURSE YOUR
FRIENDS ARE WELCOME!

JOIN US FOR OUR FIRST HUDDLE!

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4

7:11pm

LIVING WATERS NEW YOUTH ROOM !!!

ALL

OPPORTUNITIES
FOR THE YOUTH OF
THINGS
LIVING WATERS
AND THEIR
FRIENDS!

HIGH

SCHOOL
WE'RE SET!

We’ve got a GREAT group of 9th-12th graders registered
and auditioned to be a part of next summer’s adventure
to PHILADELPHIA and WASHINGTON D.C. Our NEW WINE
cast and crew will be touring the musical,

CHOICES will also be offered in DESSERT-THEATRE
format at Living Waters in May. In addition to
performing, NEW WINE will also be participating in the
service project work that those on the SUMMER
MISSION TRIP will be doing. Both “WINERS” and
“MISSION TRIPPERS” will be doing work through an
organization called:
It’s not too late if there are other
9th-12th graders who want to
join in on the adventure. Please
contact Pastor Todd for more
information on how to get involved.

New wine rehearsal schedule
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 4PM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 4PM
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 4PM

SUMMER
MISSION TRIP
IMPORTANT
TRIP MEETING
FOR YOUTH
(winers and mission trippers)

AND their
PARENTS!

Sunday
January 5
3:30pm

MEET SOME OF OUR SILENT SAINTS...
THE HOLY TRINITY OF LUTEFISK!
Likely there are not too many people who know
what all goes into pulling off an AMAZING lutefisk
dinner year after year, but meet 3 extraordinary
women who know well! Dee, Jane and Carol have
spearheaded our annual Lutefisk dinner since it’s
conception, a number of years ago. Of course,
there are many, MANY who put in hours of time
and effort, rolling meatballs, cutting and cooking
vegetables, preparing potatoes, waitering and
cleaning up, just to
scratch the surface. A
WHOMPING thank
you to EVERYONE
who helped!! But a
special note of gratitude and hats off to this
Holy Trinity of Lutefisk who have put in countless
hours planning, organizing, cooking and magically
having everything come together. UFFDA! What a
lot of work! THANK YOU!

THE HOLY TRINITY OF LUTEFISK!
Dee Carlson, Jane Martinson and
Carol Lee

Vegetable cutting on Halloween!

CHILDREN'S CHURCH DURING THE 10:30 AM SERVICE
Kids age 3 years through 3rd grade are invited to start in worship with their
parents, leave right after the children's sermon, and return for communion. There is
also a staffed nursery during the 10:30 am service for children under 3 years old.

LAST CALL FOR GIVING INTENT CARDS!
Members of Living Waters received a letter, mailed in early November, containing details about the
financial gift drive for next year’s budget. Enclosed was a GIVING INTENT CARD that we are hoping
members will have returned by the end of November/early December. These cards, that can be
returned with your name or anonymously, are of great importance to our hard working financial team
and council as they plan and budget for our next year of shared ministry. Over 20 years ago, God
planted a seed of light and hope in our community with the Living Waters congregation. Today, it
continues to grow and expand, ever widening its ability to REACH, TEACH and CARE. YOUR faithful
support enables SO much ministry here and beyond our walls. Help us as we continue to let our lights
so shine! PLEASE return the GIVING INTENT FORM you were mailed if you haven’t already done so. If
for some
reason you don’t have a form, please stop by the church office and pick up another.

THANK YOU!!

open * read * return

please.

A big high five
...to ALL those who have been on THE JOURNEY to read the
Bible, cover to cover. Some have finished the challenge in a
year’s time. Others are still en route. Pictured are just a
sampling of some who took this challenge last November.
They are Brad Becker, Carolyn Neubauer, Nicole Bauer, Judy
Bettendorf, Linda Becker, Mara Jahnke, Laura Lee Gullickson,
Kris Mattson and Curt Gullickson. It’s not too late to finish
the challenge, and it’s never too late to start! Talk to one of
these travelers or Pastor Todd if you’d like more information
about taking the challenge.

2019 GIVING
DEADLINE

Tusen takk! Thank you!
Once again a GREAT group of
volunteers contributed to t he
success of this year’s Lutefisk and
Meatball Extravaganza. There were
many laughs, friendships made, and
a bit of money too! The net profit of
the dinner was over $5900.00!

Financial gifts to Living Waters
for 2019 will be received
through December 31. After
that our 2019 books will close
and offering dollars received
after that will be applied toward
the 2020 budget.

THANK YOU for helping Living
Waters end the year in the
black, making it possible to
REACH, TEACH and CARE in so
many ways!

#2
Is your name on the list?
If so, DECEMBER is your
assigned month to help at a
worship service.
Two easy ways to sign up!
• go to
https://tinyurl.com/toc66x9

• Contact the church office
(320) 255-11335
church@lwlcmn.org
• OR, if signing up ahead of
time isn’t for you

Read
this.

Abraham, Terry & Sheila
Anderson, Jim & Heather
Becker, Brad and Linda
Buhs, Matt & Suzie
Christianson, Pam
Cullen, Tom & Krista
Dahl, Judy
Falk, Eric & Melissa Pedersen
Fremstad, Jami
Friedmann, Cindy
Gadway, Paul
Giese, Brad & Leann
Gullickson, Curt & Laura Lee
Hanson, Corbi & Jeff
Helgerson, Ted & Cyndy
Johnson, Christin
Juntunen, Nicole
Kay, Bobbie and Chuck
Kothman, Brian and Jill
Krueger, Roger and Jillaine
Kutzera, Troy and Christy
Lupkes, Paul & Velma
Martin, Molly
Meyer, Beth & (Dave)
Molitor, Mike & Shanon
Munson, Brad & Sandra
Myers, Scott
Paulsen, Tim & Janel
Raduns, Paul and Bonnie
Rohling, Kate
Schneider, Sara & Jeff
Tapio, Nick & Randi
Wagner, Londa & Steve
Walz, Mike & Celeste
Welsh, Mike & Tracy
Zimmerman, Joyce and Kurt

SERVICE

TEAMS

Did you know that every
household at LWLC is assigned
to a service team? Over the
years households have been
sent emails, received phone calls
and postcards. Maybe you don’t
know much about being on a
service team. Each of the seven
service teams are assigned to a
month every seven months in
which we hope that each
household can help at a worship
service (ushering, reading,
projection tech, sound tech, and
greeters) during their assigned
month. You can sign up to help
through a link on the church web
site or call the church office.

What?
It is not your month to serve, but you would
like to help at worship service?
GREAT!
Just sign up, after all,
we are in this together!
THANK YOU!

Are you willing to help at church on Sunday mornings, but can't
always commit ahead of time? Have we got a deal for you!
"HELP WANTED!"

When you come to church on Sunday mornings, look on the wall under the TV in the
narthex. There will be different options of ways that you can help.
All you have to do is look at what is still needed, take your "assignment" out of one of
the pockets on the wall, and everything you need for your job will be in that pocket. If
you want to read one of the lessons, the lessons for that morning will be in the pocket marked "reader." If
you want to help usher, directions for ushering will be in the pocket marked "usher." If you want to be an
assisting minister or greeter or coffee server...just take that assignment and do it!
Kids and families are welcome to help too, individually or as a team. Let's get as many people involved as
possible!

December
Calendar

Sunday, December 1
Pick up Christmas stocking to fill
7:45 am Worship team practice
8:30 am Worship service with a baptism
9:30 am Hospitality
9:45 am Table Talk
10:30 am Worship service with Children’s
Church
4:00 pm New Wine
Monday, December 2
Office closed

CLOSED MONDAYS
Tuesday - Friday
9am - 3pm

Tuesday, December 3
10:00 am Staff meeting

Wednesday, December 4
1:00 pm Women’s Bible Study
6:30 pm Advent Vespers
7:11 pm High Huddle
7:15 pm Choir practice
Thursday, December 5
6:00 pm God’s Comfort Bible Study
7:00 pm AA and Al Anon

Please see the
online calendar
for an
up-to-date listing
of events at
http://
www.lwlcmn.org/
calendar.html

Saturday, December 7
8:00 am LLC use
9:00 am Play Practice pg 28-36
1:00 pm Living Nativity
5:00 pm Parade of Lights
Sunday, December 8
Return filled Christmas Stockings
7:45 am Worship team practice
8:30 am Worship service
9:30 am Hospitality
9:45 am Table Talk
10:30 am Worship service with Children’s
Church
2:00 pm Play practice pg 36-46
4:00 pm New Wine
6:30 pm Youth Gift Buying night
Monday, December 9
Office closed
Tuesday, December 10
10:00 am Staff meeting
5:30 pm Finance team meeting
Wednesday, December 11
1:00 pm Women’s Bible Study
6:30 pm Advent Vespers
7:15 pm Choir practice

BP Checks
3rd Sunday
of the
Month,
9:30am

Thursday, December 12
5:30 pm Care Core
6:00 pm God’s Comfort Bible Study
6:00 pm Caroling
7:00 pm AA and Al Anon
Friday, December 13
Deadline for ordering poinsettias
Saturday, December 14
9:00 am Play practice
9:00 am Nativity take down at Coborn’s

Sunday, December 15
7:15 am Choir meets
8:30 am Worship service & cantata
9:30 am Hospitality
9:30 am Blood Pressure checks
9:45 am Table Talk
10:30 am Worship service & Cantata &
baptism with Children’s Church
11:45 am Play practice
6:00 pm H2O Cotillion
Monday, December 16
Office closed

Please inform
the church
office of any
events you
wish to be put
on or taken
off the
calendar.
Thanks!

Tuesday, December 17
LLC use by the Montessori school
10:00 am Staff meeting
Wednesday, December 18
1:00 pm Women’s Book Study
6:30 pm The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
7:30 pm Council meeting
Thursday, December 19
6:00 pm God’s Comfort Bible Study
7:00 pm AA and Al Anon
Saturday, December 21
9:00 am Barn set up
6:00 pm “Blue Christmas” service
Sunday, December 22
7:45 am Worship team practice
8:30 am Worship service with Christmas pageant
9:30 am Hospitality
9:45 am Table Talk
10:30 am Worship service with Christmas pageant
Monday, December 23
Office closed
Tuesday, December 24
noon Christmas Eve in a Barn (5400 Golden Spike Road, SR)
1:30 pm Christmas Eve in a Barn (5400 Golden Spike Road, SR)
3:00 pm Christmas Eve in a Barn (5400 Golden Spike Road, SR)
4:30 pm Christmas Eve in a Barn (5400 Golden Spike Road, SR)
6:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight service at the church
11:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight service at the church
Wednesday, December 25
Noon Christmas Day Dinner
Thursday, December 26
Church office closed
7:00 pm AA and Al Anon
Sunday, December 29
9:00 am Worship service
10:00 am Hospitality
Tuesday, December 31
Deadline for 2019 giving
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We are going Feb 17-24. Want to join us?
The Healing Haiti's mission:

The world is a better place
when families are
strengthened.
We are a Christ centered
ministry. We leverage
resources to elevate and
unify Haitian families so
that, the cycle of poverty
is broken and the fabric
of the community is strengthened.
If you are interested in joining a group going
to Haiti next February, contact either Erik
Hanson (320) 223-0483 or Eric Falk (320)
309-1820.

It is time one again for
LWLC to deliver meals
January 27—31 for the
CentraCare Home
Delivered Meals program.
If you can help please
sign up through the
church office or
in the
Watersource
Book.
There are nine slots for each of the five
days. Thank you for considering helping
others in our community who are
homebound and in need of a meal and a
smile.

